




Do you think 
because I wear 
a mask I don’t 

have 
problems?

Professor Stephen Krashen 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

“Bouillabaisse!”

https://goodfoodie-keith.blogspot.com/2018/03/cheaters-bouillabaisse.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


The Golden 
Age …
“The Seduction of the innocent…”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/93222379@N04/9548685529/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


The Silver Age

Real People with Real Problems… 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://cartoonwallbase.blogspot.com/2011/08/all-marvel-comics-together-hd-desktop.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Comic Books : Reading Correlations

Grade Level Readability 
Superhero comics 
5th and 6th grade level in the 
1970’s.

• Archie 1.8
• Tom and Jerry 1.9
• Batman. 6.4
• Incredible Hulk. 5.5
• Superman. 6.4
• (best-sellers = 7.4 

in 1974)
G. Wright, 1979. The comic book: A 
forgotten medium in the classroom. 
Reading Teacher 33.

Read a comic last week & 
reading proficiency r = .36 
(read a book, r = .26)
Comic Book reading and reading proficiency
Elley (1994): 9 and 10 year olds in 27 countries

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA

https://www.comics.org/issue/214641/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Marvel Wars!!

Captain Marvel:

H-how’d we get here? I mean one minute we’re 
checking out this giant watchmacallit in Central 
Park, then “poof” the final frontier.

Reed Richards: 

This much I can tell you, Captain Marvel – this 
device apparently caused sub-atomic particle 
dissociation, reducing us to proto-matter, which it 
stored until it teleported us here, to pre-set 
coordinates in space, where it reassembled us inside 
a self-generated life support environment.

The Incredible Hulk: 

That’s obvious, Richards.

This Photo by Unknown Author 
is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.punishercomics.com/comic/marvel-universe-the-end-vol-1-1/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


A conduit to 
reading culture!!

• Comics = 
more complex 
reading over time!

• 82% More Circulation 
• 30% More non-comic 
book circulation!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.wired.it/scienza/2014/05/01/tutta-la-fisica-di-spider-man/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Desmond Tutu

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://cartoonwallbase.blogspot.com/2011/08/all-marvel-comics-together-hd-desktop.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/voice-treaty-truth
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Life is 
problems!

“

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.lospaziobianco.it/amazing-spider-man-1-pag-9-mario-pennino/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


2021

X men 
8.2M Copies
$2B  Sales!! 



THANKYOU!!
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One last thing…
Three Good 
things!
1/ Spell, Write, Read better

2/ People who read more know 
more about ….

Everything!!
3/ Writing makes you smarter!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://srhub.org/2020/01/30/kapow-hot-sauce-employing-camden-teens-and-fighting-food-insecurity/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Thank you.
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